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      BOYD FIGHTS FOR VETERANS HEALTHCARE

Congressman Boyd votes to correct shortage in VA Healthcare, expresses disappointment in "too little, too late" strategy 

  
        
      

WASHINGTON, D.C.-Last night, Congressman Allen Boyd (D-North Florida), a member of the Military Quality of Life and Veterans Affairs Subcommittee, voted to correct the $1 billion shortfall in veterans' healthcare funding belatedly acknowledged by the Department of Veterans Affairs last week. However, the emergency supplemental appropriations bill passed in the House of Representatives failed to match the legislation passed in the Senate by covering only $975 million of the $1 billion shortfall. 

"While the passage of the emergency supplemental bill is an important and crucial step towards covering the healthcare needs of our veterans, the funding amount in the House bill does not include the necessary funds to fully fix the problem," said Congressman Boyd. "This legislation is too little, too late. Our veterans, who have served honorably to protect those freedoms which we all hold dear, deserve more from us."

Last week, Secretary of Veterans Affairs Jim Nicholson acknowledged that the Department of Veterans Affairs is short $1 billion for covering veterans' healthcare needs in 2005. In response, Congressman Boyd joined over 200 of his colleagues in the House of Representatives this week in requesting an additional $1.3 billion in veterans healthcare funding. On Wednesday, the Senate voted unanimously to give the VA an extra $1.5 billion this year to cover the healthcare shortfall, but yesterday, the House offered only $975 million to cover this gap, meaning additional work will have to be done to correct this serious problem.

"As we prepare to welcome home a new generation of men and women from Iraq and Afghanistan, the full funding to cover this shortfall is absolutely necessary so that our veterans can receive the level of care consistent with their honorable service to our country," said Boyd. "We cannot shortchange our nation's heroes. Our government has made a number of promises to the men and women who served in our nation's armed forces, and as a combat veteran, I consider these promises made to our veterans a sacred obligation that must be upheld."

The VA funding problem also continues into next year as the Administration also claims the additional resources necessary to provide timely, high quality care to veterans in 2006 amount to approximately $1.5 billion.
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